
Hay 29, 1952 

Dear Alaint 

I will not apologize for having neglected to write to you, although 
P have wished to, but Z am sorry that I have been remiss in not acknowled&ng 
the things you hme sent w. We have received in good condition the 
Wnogradsky, the Frenclh novels, and n Lt0bservateu.r. Did you ever 
get the aondenssd tea? @hat in the world did you want It for?} %I 
have also had the enaloaad e Kodachrome print8 copied, and hope 
you enjoy them aa much ae we have. 

We ars very pleased with the things you sent ua, but I must admit we 
have been so busy that we have not had muah time to enjoy them. I would 
like to see LtObservateur from time to time, but not many issues at once, 
ars they become rather discouraging. We will aend you the Hew-Yorker as you 
suggested. %at little Fresh shop on Mlman street unfortunately closed 
up a few waeks ago; we were able to pick up a few more of thoae lovely 
little saucera during their close-out sale. We see Quin almost as little 
as you do. He has some spsuial looal interests now, B. 

I wish we could travel thie summer, but it is not likely. Perhaps next 
year (there will be both the Uuobiology and Osnetios congreases in Italy) 
ff we aan get some finanoisl aid, and we would not go to &rope, of course, 
without spending some time in Paris. You do not mention Stanier- have you 
had a chance to meet hime yet. He is working in &nod’s group. 

Your letter sounds so disaouraging- perhape that is why you wrote. Do you 
think the importation of new ideas is so vital for a lab. like 3#mk Monad etal. 7 
It may teem to s&e things mms exciting, but I wonder if it leads to the - - 
soundest work3 i+xmxin%m hlb if Qarohes is UNI ti’mllating f Or you, 
I hope you will be happier if the Pasteur Institute appointinent (Shh! ) succeeds. 
I do know what you mean-- sometinrs$l/ I feel that way hear. Although k&consin 
has a %Mu large group of very wide-awake people, there are aLso many of 
them asleep J and in my own field f: must depend on my own lab for at&ulafion. 
Esther and I have been almat frantia getth some papers throqh for publi- 
cationJ almost all at once there are three on separate subjects. When they are 
ready, we will of aoume Send you the reprints. Aleo, Zinder is earning his 
Ph. D. in a few dagaJ and his theaie was sent to the Jour. Brrrtteriology not 
long ago. As if this is not enough, 1 am in the IniddLil; of writing; a review 
that is taking much longer #an I expected-- On “~Kl0tiC8 JSymbiods J and the Cell”- 
I am merely trying to bring together information on symbiosts, latent i&ectionJ 
and similar subjects, and show how such oontzepts can be reconciled with plasma- 
gene8J eto,J for a larger picture of the sell and organism. When this is ov8rJ 

f have another short review to write, with TatumJ on our Sex work for the past 
shr years, and I may be freer then to get baak to lab work. ActuawJ the lattXM? 
has been more productive lately. We have discovered a system of “mating types", 
actually something like relative eexualfty in E. coli, and I think we are really 
for the first time getting close to seeing the mwqnx morphological basis of 



genetia r6aombitd#ion. 30 lately J I have been getting into a good deeof 
aytologici3l study. Nothing very defibite y6tJ but it is very encouraging. 
B&her, as I saidJ has ale0 been tied up with literary 6ffortsJ but ia 
continuing her lysogenicity study, and la getting in an exciting aspect 
with interaations of different latent viruses of different strains. 

I've already mentioned David Skaar, who is statsting serological studies 
with E. ~013.. The different crossable strains carry different somatic antigens, 
and these aegrcsgats as unit factors, much like the human blood groups, but the 
work is in a preliminary stage. With the ntran8forming'V (we prefer to call this 
l%ransductionN) in Salmohella, we are going ahead to study the determination of 
the flagella antigens. I think n$ already mentioned synthesizing a new asrot e 
from 9. typhh x 3. typhimurium. Boulgakov (from the d@Herelle lab. in Paris 3p 
sent u8 8ome phages whose reoeptor 8eems to be the flagella, <axis. these promise 
to be very useful. It look8 as if there are at least two genetic factors for 
flagelfar constitution - one which determines whether there will be &~y flagella J 

the second which determines which antigens it will carry. We had speculeted 
whether the flagella antigen8 might be self-detsrmining, like thO80 of b?meci~J 
but thiv is very unlikely. Zinder is leaving seen to go to the Rockefeller Inst. 
with W. Sahniider: in fact most of the lab, 18 hwingJ but some new people will 
Ibe coming in. Talk about visitors, we are expecting a succession of them. Bruae 
Stocker will be here in a few day8, to stay a couple of &wyxx months, and in the 
Fall, another anglai8 J C.C. Spiaer. Both of thaare especially interested in 
bacterial immunogenetics. We have two system8 for this kind of work: the E. coli 
is technically bettsr, but the %lmonella is more interesting from other than genetic 
viewpoints. 

There has been so much politics lately here that I find it hard to think about 
it,now. Ike v8. Taft will be a very cl080 raaeJ from the looks of it, There are going 
to be some di8puted over K~R which of two state aonventions is 16galJ and the Credsstials 
Committee of the Republican Convention m8y play a dsoiding role. Taft is playing 
a shrwwd game, while Ike keeps rrttry quiet. I am not at all sure that Taft would 
win the election &ven if he get8 the nomination. The non-isolationi8t Republicans 
probably would not support him, and a Democrat liks Harriraan qhc has an aura of 
stability about him (and a wealthy backgroundt) oould beat Taft. Ike ha8 given 80 
little thought to domestic issues that I don't trust hti at all on that basis. 

We don't feel any better about the remikitarization of West Ger.maty, but I don't 
think of its accsptanae by France a8 a gesture for Ei.8enh~er'e benefit! Do you 
think it aould be avoided in a strong European defense? he inport;rnt thing 18 
that democratic institutions will Control the argJ whether in CermarU; or in 
France. It is obviow that the Germans are pla,ya the East and "est against each 
otherJ but we have to make the beet of it. If France had backed out at this, it 
might have hurt Ike's politicKL prestige, but the peace contract is nc/t the important 
single thing you make it out to be: it is only the keast that would be expected 
of the Great International Conciliator that Ike ia supposed to be. It ia hard to 888 
how this can have any peaoeful ending-- we can only hope to postpone the conflict 
until something we do not foresee now will help to resolve it. That La, like most 
Americans we pay oufr taxes, and try not to think too muah of the future. But a year 
ago, we were not sure #at peace wouitd sUrViVe this 1ongJ 90 gcrhapo ae sIuuld be 
grateful even for that. 

We are having a lovely spring so fmJ with many high-barometric-pressure days 
with cool drysir and warm sun. (the humidity and heat wU1 come later). This is 
much better* for people than for our aorn crop1 

Sincerely, 


